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Goals & Objectives

Clinical 

Immunology

(CIC)

The vision of the Edu Comm is to advance Immunology training 

worldwide and lower disparity through promotion and support of 

Immunology Education in low to middle income countries (LMICs).

The Edu Com mission is to

• Organize courses in LMIC that are relevant to regional needs, working 

together with local immunologists.

• Provide a limited number of travel fellowships to students from LMIC to 

attend advanced immunology courses, through partnerships with 

immunological societies.

• Contribute to raising additional funds needed to support the activities of 

the committee.

• Provide ongoing academic mentoring of previous course participants.

• Provide free access to on-line immunology content.



Activities 2023

Courses

• In-person course Immuno-Morocco 05-10 June, Marrakech/Morocco – Immuno-Morocco 2023

• In-person course Immuno-India 01-06 October, Thiruvanthapuram/India - Immuno-India 2023

• In-person course Immuno-Chile 16-20 October, Santiago/Chile - Immuno-Chile 2023

https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-morocco-2023/
https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-morocco-2023/
https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-morocco-2023/
https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-india-2023/immuno-india-2023-introduction/
https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-india-2023/immuno-india-2023-introduction/
https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-india-2023/immuno-india-2023-introduction/
https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-chile-2023/introduction-to-immuno-chile-2023/
https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-chile-2023/introduction-to-immuno-chile-2023/
https://www.immunopaedia.org.za/online-courses/iuis-courses/immuno-chile-2023/introduction-to-immuno-chile-2023/


Activities 2024

Courses

• Immuno-Mexico, April 7-12, Oaxaca. Theme: Mechanisms for immunotherapies

• On-line course Immuno-India (as a follow on from the in-person 2023 course)
• Immuno-South Africa, October 2-7, Pretoria. Theme: One Health (in collaboration with VIC)

• 1/2 day course at the ALACI meeting in Buenos Aires in Nov 2024: successful abstract/poster session 

Funding LMIC students to AAI/DGFI meetings

• 3x AAI Basic Immunology

• 3x AAI advanced Immunology 

• 2x DGFI Spring School

Creation of new policy documents

• Requests for Applications for in-person and on-line courses

• Conflict of interest policy

• Requirements to host a course

• Guide to post-course reporting



Activities 2024

On-line course Immuno-India 
• This was designed to be a follow-on course of the 

in-person 2023 Immuno-India course in 

Trivandrum/India.

• It was run by some of the original Faculty of the 

course and the students were invited to 

participate in a week-long course so that 

knowledge gained during the in-person course 

could be consolidated and furthered using the on-

line platform.

• Using the Immunopaedia platform, the approach 

was designed in collaboration between the 

Immuno-India Faculty and the On-Line Sub-

Committee

This approach shows:

1. The Edu Com can run online courses as follow-on from the in-person course

2. The in-person courses have additional value in that they lead to new chances to create more content 

(through Ambassadors and Faculty) 

3. It is a way of engaging in-country Faculty and developing new learning material 

4. The combined in-person and on-line approach supports and sustains the IUIS Edu Comm mission to 

develop professional immunologists in LMICs



Activities 2024

Measuring the long-term impact of IUIS Edu Com courses (interim analysis)

• A 16-question survey was sent to 1200 participants of prior courses. It was initially fielded to 50 

Immunopaedia ambassadors and 48 responded:

• Breakdown: 50% Africa; 27% Asian; 2% Oceana; 8% European; 12% Americas (North, Central and South)

• Cis-Man: 48%; Transgender man: 2%; Cis-women: 44%; self describe: 4%; non-binary 2%.

What position did you hold at the time you took this course (N=35) What position did you now hold (N=35)

Skills that were most important during the course: 79% networking; 62% communication; 53% critical 

thinking; 47% grant writing; 38% practical writing skills; 29% presenting posters; 26% Leadership. N= 34  



Results

• To commit to globalizing immunology in equitable ways

• To Incorporate community engagement. The people who are impacted by the research (New Zealand 

model of research and community, 20% of proposal score allocated to dealing with community trust 

and knowledge)

• To further build up local mentors on the ground (make more of the Immunopaedia Ambassador 

network to create an IUIS immunology community)

• To partner with H3 Africa around big data sets in education

• To give students assignments, continuous engagement – brainstorm immunology problems

• To organize on-line social activities (fostering a community)

Edu com symposium at IUIS 2023

Request for Applications to host Immuno-courses in 2025

• An RFA was issued in May 2024 by the IUIS Edu Com

• 8 applications received by 15 June 2024

• The following were selected after rigorous review and voting of the full committee

• Peru – Interplay between the Environment and the immune system

• Cambodia - Immune responses to arbovirus infections from a One Health perspective

• Madagascar - From Basics to Breakthroughs: Exploring Immunology of Emerging 

and Re-Emerging Infectious Diseases

• (Immuno-Iran was also selected if carry-over from 2024 is approved – Immunotherapy).



Opportunities and Challenges

Challenges and Remedies

• We had to cancel the Immuno-Ghana course. It was not possible for the hosts to form a viable 

programme and raise additional funds. 

• Propose carry-over of the earmarked sum of $50,075 to 2025

• In requesting for applications for hosting a course, there was a realization we required a conflict-of-

interest policy:

• Conflict of Interest policy – written

• Expectations of hosting and reporting on a course was unclear

• Guide for running a course – written

• Guide for writing a post-course report – written

• All written materials will be posted on the IUIS website for transparency and potential use by other 

committees.

Opportunities

• To hold Immuno-courses in three unique locations (Peru, Cambodia and Madagascar), thereby creating 

a further reach for the IUIS

• To shape a new-look pre-course case-study driven content for specific courses that is specifically 

designed to develop critical thinking and skills (this is being rolled out for the Immuno-South Africa 

course in Pretoria in October 2024)

• To re-new the MOU between the IUIS and Immunopaedia



Future plans 

Clinical 

Immunology

(CIC)

Committee/ 
Regional 

Federation 

Courses in 2025 (Dates to be confirmed):

• Immuno-Peru

• Immuno-Cambodia

• Immuno-Madagascar

• Immuno-Iran (if carry-over budget is approved)

• Continuation of supporting LMIC students to AAI/DGFI courses in 2025

• Release the re-modelled Immunopaedia website for IUIS on-line learning

• Integrate Immunopaedia better with the IUIS Immuno-Hub (ongoing)
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