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Jodo P.B. Viola is a Senior Scientist at the National Cancer Institute (INCA), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The long-term interest of Dr. Viola’s laboratory is to study the cellular and molecular mechanisms of
inducible gene transcription in cell activation, differentiation and transformation. The main area of
investigation focuses on studying transcription factors in cell cycle progression, cell differentiation and
apoptosis, as well as their relationship to malignant disorders and immune response. Dr. Viola received
his M.D. degree in 1989 from the School of Medical Sciences, State University of Rio de Janeiro
(UERJ); and a Ph.D. degree in Biophysics in 1998 from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro
(UFRJ), Brazil. During the pursue of his Ph.D. degree, Dr. Viola moved to Boston (USA) and performed
his research under the supervision of Dr. Anjana Rao. He was appointed Research Associate at the
Division of Cellular and Molecular Biology at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute (1994-1996) and at the
Center for Blood Research (1996-1997), Harvard Medical School, where he conducted studies on
molecular mechanisms of T cell activation. Jodo Viola returned to Brazil to join the National Cancer
Institute as Junior Investigator at the Division of Experimental Medicine in 1998, where he started his
independent research group. In 2000, Dr. Viola was appointed Associate Investigator and moved his
laboratory within the National Cancer Institute, to the Division of Cellular Biology. In 2009 he was
appointed Senior Investigator and in 2012 as Head of the Division of Basic and Experimental Research
and Head of the Program of Immunology and Tumor Biology at INCA, where he is currently conducting
his studies. In 2023 he was appointed as Director of Research and Innovation and Deputy General-
Director of the INCA.

Dr. Viola and colleagues demonstrated for the first time that the NFAT1 (NFATp or NFATc2)
transcription factor might have a negative role in regulating T cell proliferation and cytokine gene
expression during the immune response. These studies were very well received, resulting in publications
in Science, Immunity and Blood. Furthermore, he also mapped the in vivo phosphorylation sites of the
NFATI transcription factor in resting and activated T cells. This work still stands as the best example
of how to identify all the functionally relevant phosphorylation sites of a heavily phosphorylated
protein. It was incorporated into two papers, published in Journal of Biological Chemistry and
Molecular Cell. As an independent investigator at the Brazilian National Cancer Institute (INCA), Dr.
Viola focused his studies on better understanding the molecular mechanisms of lymphocyte
proliferation and differentiation. His group demonstrated for the first time that NFAT target genes
encoding cell cycle-associated proteins such as cyclins, and NFAT proteins may function as tumor
suppressor or oncogene. These findings support the idea that NFAT proteins may act as a central
regulator of the cell homeostasis, thereby determining the overall outcome of tumor development.
Another line of research, Dr. Viola’s group have addressed the involvement of transcription factor in
CD8 T differentiation and its influence on immune responses. More recently his group also
demonstrated that differentiation of memory CD8 T cells unravel gene expression pattern common to
effector and memory precursors, allowing to better define lineage-specific expression patterns. Dr.
Viola is also carrying studies on tumor microenvironment and inflammation in cancer development. Dr.



Viola’s group and colleagues demonstrated that lipid droplets modulate the cross-talk between tumors
and other cell types in tumor microenvironment.

The impact of Dr. Viola’s research studies and contributions to the field along his scientific career have
been recognized both by Brazilian and international institutions. Dr. Viola was First-Secretary (2002-
2003) and President (2014-2015) of the Brazilian Society in Immunology (SBI). Currently, he is
Secretary-General (2022-present) of the International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS). Dr.
Viola was member of the Advisory Scientific Board of the 2007 IUIS Congress (Rio de Janeiro). He
also acted as SBI delegate at 2015 (Medellin) and 2022 (Cuba) ALACI Congresses, and 2016
(Melbourne) IUIS Congress. He was member (2018-2021) and vice-Chair (2020) of the Scientific
Council of the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC, WHO, France). Currently, he is
member (2023-present) of the Governing Council of the [ARC. Dr. Viola was member (2014-2024) and
vice-President (2022-2024) of the Governing Council of the Rio de Janeiro State Foundation for
Research (FAPERJ). Dr. Viola has received scholarship awards from the Brazilian National Council for
Research (CNPq) as Junior Investigator in Immunology (1999-2004) and as Senior Investigator in
Immunology (2004-present). He was also honored as Distinguish Scientist of the State of Rio de Janeiro
(2007-present) by the Rio de Janeiro State Foundation for Research (FAPERIJ). Currently, he is
Scientific Coordinator of the National Institute of Science and Technology (INCT) for Cancer
Genomics and Precision Medicine for the Brazilian Public Health System (SUS). He was member of
the Board of the Ph.D. Program in Oncology (2007-2018) and Chair of the Program of Research
Fellowship in Oncology of the Brazilian National Cancer Institute (2009-present). Dr. Viola is a
member of the Editorial Board of Cancer Immunology Immunotherapy (2006-2010), International
Journal of Oncology (2008-present), Academic Editor of the PLoS ONE (2012-present) and Associate
Editor of the Frontiers in Immunology (2015-present). He also acts as consultant for several research
funding agencies and scientific Journals. Dr. Viola has mentored several graduate students (M.Sc. and
Ph.D.) and post-doctoral fellows.

As described above, Dr. Viola has extensive experience in different areas of immunology as a scientist,
but also demonstrates extensive experience in academic and administrative positions. During his current
term as Secretary-General of the IUIS, Dr. Viola has strengthened relations between the IUIS and
institutions such as the World Health Organization (WHO), The International Science Council (ICS)
and The International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS). His experience and relationship
with different academic and scientific institutions, as well as with other institutions worldwide,
demonstrate that Dr. Viola presents all the conditions to continue for a new term as Secretary-General
of IUIS. It is important to emphasize the importance for Latin American and Caribbean immunology
societies to have a representative position within the board of the IUIS. Finally, Dr. Viola will act
supporting further interactions between IUIS and worldwide academic institutions and scientific
societies. As Secretary-General Dr. Viola will share all his experience to contribute to further
disseminate the immunology worldwide. The legacy of recent years is a recognition of the importance
of investing in science; without such investment, we cannot solve our pressing problems. The key
message is that access to scientific advancements must be broad and equitable, ensuring that we all
benefit from a more humane and understanding world.
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EDUCATION AND DEGREES:

1989 M.D.

1994 M.Sc.

1998 Ph.D.

School of Medicine, State University of Rio de Janeiro (UERJ), Brazil.

Parasite Biology, Oswaldo Cruz Institute, Oswaldo Cruz Foundation (FIOCRUZ),
Brazil.

Biophysics, Carlos Chagas Filho Biophysics Institute, Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro (UFRJ), Brazil.

POSITIONS AND EMPLOYMENT:

1994

1994-1997

1998-2000

2000-2006

2000-2008

2006-2009

Visiting Fellow in Tropical Public Health, Department of Tropical Public Health,
Harvard School of Public Health, USA.

Research Associate in Pathology, Division of Cellular and Molecular Biology,
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and The Center for Blood Research, Department of

Pathology, Harvard Medical School, USA.

Junior Investigator, Division of Experimental Medicine, National Cancer Institute
(INCA), Brazil.

Investigator, Division of Cellular Biology, National Cancer Institute (INCA),
Brazil.

Head, Division of Cellular Biology, National Cancer Institute (INCA), Brazil.

Associate Investigator, Division of Cellular Biology, National Cancer Institute
(INCA), Brazil.



2012-2023  Head, Division of Basic and Experimental Research, National Cancer Institute
(INCA), Brazil.

2009-present Senior Investigator, Division of Basic and Experimental Research, National Cancer
Institute (INCA), Brazil.

2012-present Head, Program of Immunology and Tumor Biology, National Cancer Institute
(INCA), Brazil.

2023-present Director of Research and Innovation, National Cancer Institute (INCA), Brazil.
2023-present Deputy General-Director, National Cancer Institute (INCA), Brazil.

MAJOR RESEARCH INTEREST:

1- Signal transduction mechanisms in cell activation and transformation.
2- Gene expression during the immune response and cell transformation.
3- Regulation of the immune system by tumor cells.

Research Interest: The long-term interest of our group is to define the molecular mechanisms of
the control of gene expression during cell activation and differentiation; and its relation to cell
transformation and immune response. Our main objective to analyze the involvement of different
transcription factors in the coordinated regulation of gene expression involved in the control of cell
cycle, differentiation and cell death. Given the importance of cell growth deregulation in the
development of cancers, it is of great interest to elucidate the molecular mechanisms that regulate
the differential expression of genes related with malignant cell transformation and the immune
response.

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS:
1999-2004  Junior Scholar in Immunology, National Council for Research (CNPq), Brazil.

2001 Travel Award, International Union Against Cancer (UICC), UICC Cancer Research
Training Course. Toronto, Canada.

2004-present Senior Scholar in Immunology, National Council for Research (CNPq), Brazil.

2007-present Distinguish Scientist of the State of Rio de Janeiro, State Foundation for Research
(FAPERIJ), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

2009 Award for an outstanding achievement. 14" World Congress on Advances in
Oncology and 12" International Symposium on Molecular Medicine. Leutraki,
Greece.

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES AND ACTIVITIES:

- Member of the Brazilian Society of Immunology (SBI), The American Association of
Immunologists (AAI), Brazilian Society of Cell Biology (SBBC), Brazilian Society of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (SBBq), The American Society for Microbiology (ASM) and
Society of Leukocyte Biology (SLB).



- First Secretary of the Brazilian Society of Immunology (SBI). 2002-2004.
- President of the Brazilian Society of Immunology (SBI). 2014-2015.
- Secretary-General of the International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS). 2022-present.

MAJOR COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

- Member of the Editorial Board of the Cancer Immunology Immunotherapy (2006-2010),
International Journal of Oncology (2008-present), Academic Editor of the PLoS ONE (2012-
present) and Associate Editor of the Frontiers in Immunology (2015-present).

- Ad-hoc consultant (reviewer) for the scientific journals Blood, British Journal of Pharmacology,
Cancer Immunology Immunotherapy, International Journal of Cancer, Oncogene, The FASEB
Journal, The Journal of Immunology, Journal of Leukocyte Biology, The Journal of Pathology,
Molecular Biology of the Cell, Nature Review in Cancer, Nature Communications, and PLoS ONE.

- Ad-hoc consultant (reviewer) for the Brazilian research financial agencies CNPq, FAPERJ and
FAPESP.

- Member of the Advisory Scientific Board of the XIII International Congress of Immunology. Rio
de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil. 2007.

- Member of the Board of the Ph.D. Program in Oncology, Brazilian National Cancer Institute
(INCA), Brazil (2007-2017).

- Chair of the Program of Research Fellowship in Oncology, Brazilian National Cancer Institute
(INCA), Brazil (2009-present).

- Member (2014-present) and vice-president (2022-present) of the Governing Council of the Rio
de Janeiro State Foundation for Research (FAPERJ), Brazil (2014-present).

- Scientific Expert for Research & Innovation, Non-communicable diseases and the challenge of
healthy ageing, European Commission (2018).

- Member (2018-2021) and vice-Chair (2020) of the Scientific Council of the International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC), World Health Organization (WHO), France.

- Member (2023-present) of the Governing Council of the International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC), World Health Organization (WHO), France.

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES:

- Coordinator of the Graduate Course at Ph.D. Program in Science, entitle: Molecular Mechanisms
of Activation of Cells of the Immune System. Biophysics Institute, Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro (UFRJ), Brazil. 1999, 2005.



- Coordinator of the Graduate Course at Ph.D. Program in Oncology, entitle: Cellular Biology.
National Cancer Institute (INCA), Brazil. 2008-2011.

- Coordinator of the Graduate Course at Ph.D. Program in Oncology, entitle: Basic and Tumor
Immunology. National Cancer Institute (INCA), Brazil. 2012-present.

- Supervised 15 M.Sc. dissertations, 14 Ph.D. theses and 14 Post-Doctorates.
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AL ACI

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIEBEAN
ASSOCIATION OF IMMUNOLOGY

Belo Horizonte, April 12, 2025

Dr. Joao Viola,
IUIS Secretary General

Dear Dr Viola,
| hope this message finds you well.

As President of the Latin American and Caribbean Immunology Association (ALACI), | am pleased to
submit our nominations and endorsements for the upcoming IUIS elections, scheduled for August 2025.

These nominations were thoroughly discussed and unanimously approved by all National Societies of
Latin America and the Caribbean during the ALACI General Assembly at the XIV ALACI Congress, held in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, in November 2024.

We formally nominate and endorse the following candidates for IUIS leadership positions:
e Prof. Emilio L. Malchiodi — Candidate for the position of IUIS Vice-President (2025—-2028)

e Dr.Joao P. B. Viola — Candidate for the position of IUIS General Secretary (2025-2028)

Additionally, we nominate and endorse the following immunologists as candidates for IUIS Council
Members (2025-2028):

e Dr. Mariana Maccioni (for a second term).
e Dr. Sergio Costa Oliveira (for a second term).

e Dr. Constantino Ill Roberto Lopez-Macias (replacing Dr. Leopoldo Santos-Argumedo, who has
completed two terms).

The CVs and personal statements for all nominees are attached for your review.

Please confirm receipt of the documents, and do not hesitate to reach out if any additional information
is required.

My very best,

Walderez Dutra
President, ALACI

@ www.alaci.org




From: Maria Bellio

Sent: Monday, 19 May 2025 00:26

To: 1UIS

Cc: SBI - Sociedade Brasileira de Imunologia

Subject: [INFO-MAIL] Re: Last Call for Nominations: IUIS Executive Committee and

Council (2025-2028)

Categories: Clara

Dear Emily Blitz,

Please find below our nomination for the following leadership positions:
2025-2028 Executive Committee

Vice-President: Dr. Emilio Malchiodi (Argentina)

Secretary General: Dr. Jodo Paulo de Biaso Viola (Brazil)

2025-2028 Council : Dr. Sergio Costa (Brazil)
Dr. Mariana Maccione (Argentina)

Best regards,
Maria Bellio, Ph.D

President
Brazilian Society of Immunology (SBI)

Em qua., 14 de mai. de 2025 as 10:00, IUIS Office <info@iuis.org> escreveu:

D {UIS

International Union of Immunological Societies

Last Call for Nominations:
IUIS Executive Committee and Council (2025-2028)

Dear IUIS Constituents,

This is a final reminder that the deadline for candidate nominations is
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