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I am a professor and chair of the Department of Immunology at the University of Toronto, and a 
senior scientist at the Sunnybrook Research Institute, Toronto, Canada.  As a Latin American who 
studies the immune system, I was drawn to immunology because of its complexity and beauty, 
plus it offers a terrific model system with which to study developmental processes.  In my case, 
from the start of my journey in immunology, I was fascinated by the thymus, and how it can induce 
the differentiation of T cells.  How the thymus works, deciphering cellular and molecular events 
that drive T cell development, are the focus of my work, which led to our ability to replicate key 
aspects of thymic function, and we are currently using this understanding for the development of 
new T cell-based immunotherapies, and as such my journey in immunology continues. 
 
The International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS), together with regional and national 
immunological societies, such as the Canadian Society for Immunology (CSI), continue to serve 
an important role in the scientific lives of our members and their trainees. Our joint efforts not 
only provide a forum for our research community to gather and discuss our findings and their 
impact, but they also enable trainees and associates to participate and promote their career 
development nationally and internationally.  I feel that IUIS should continue to expand these 
missions, and also broaden its efforts in mentoring and providing additional resources to the next 
generation of Immunologists.  This will become an even more important aspect of what we do as 
an international union, in particular as we ready ourselves for a post-pandemic world.  
 
It would be an honour to continue to serve the IUIS, and I look forward to promoting our shared 
vision for a stronger community that will better reflect the aspirations of our membership. 


