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Ursula Wiedermann 
Motivation Letter to serve IUIS as Council Member for the term 2022-2025 

I am full professor of vaccinology at the Medical 
University of Vienna and since Jan. 2020 I have 
been director of the Center for Pathophysiology, 
Infectiology and Immunology at this university. 

Further, I am trained as a medical doctor and 
specialist in specific prophylaxis and tropical 
medicine as well as in clinical immunology. In the 
latter discipline I gained my education in Sweden 
at the University of Gothenburg, where I also performed my PhD focusing on mucosal 
immunology and vaccine responses. 

Heading an outpatient clinic for vaccination of risk patients/immunocompromised 
patients (cancer-, transplant- and autoimmune disease patients), my research focuses 
on vaccine development (mainly against cancer on the basis of a mimotope platform 
technology) as well as on immunological studies on vaccine 
responsiveness/vaccination failures aiming to improve vaccination strategies and 
evidence-based vaccination recommendations for these patients. 

Since 2005 I have been member of the National Vaccination Advisory Board (NITAG) 
of the Austrian Ministry of Health and in January 2020, I was appointed as member of 
the German Advisory Board of Vaccination (Ständige Impfkommission at the Robert 
Koch Institute, STIKO) by the German Ministry of Health. Since 2017 I have been 
serving IUIS as chairperson of the Vaccine Committee and since 2019 also as Council 
member.  

The SARS-Cov2 pandemic has shown that vaccines/vaccinology are not – as broadly 
assumed – solely a public health issue. On the contrary, it became obvious how 
essential immunology is for the understanding of the pathogen-host interaction and 
immune defense mechanisms being the basis for creating efficacious vaccines. 
Moreover, understanding the immunological mode of actions of vaccines is of utmost 
importance to establish evidence based and sufficient vaccination recommendations. 

During my chairpersonship, the IUIS Vaccine Committee has taken several steps to 
promote vaccinology (see below) as an interactive discipline for immunologists, 
microbiologists, molecular biologist and public health specialists. Propagating the 
importance of vaccinology/vaccinology research at scientific conferences but also 
educating and informing the lay public about the value of vaccination is of highest 
priority due to the fact that the anti-vac movement has been growing - even during or 
because of the pandemic, and social division fueled by low health literacy has become 
a wide-spread problem. 

The IUIS has the possibility to counteract these negative developments by contributing 
with scientific evidence and knowledge to the communication in order to enhance the 
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trust and believe in science and research within the population. This is an important 
goal for another term within the IUIS Council and the Vaccination Committee, in which 
I would very much like to serve. 

Activities of IUIS-VAC Group and U. Wiedermann as chair of the VAC group from 2017-2022: 

2017: Implementation of the “IUIS Early Career Research Prize in Vaccinology R&D“ 
sponsored by and in cooperation with Vaccine Europe. 

2018: Organization of the Vaccine Session “Trends In Vaccinology” at the ECI Amsterdam; 
including vaccine prize ceremony with the winners of 2017 and 2018. 

2019: Organization of an IUIS symposium “Vaccination: social responsibility or mandatory 
obligation?” during the European Vaccination Week in cooperation with the Austrian Society 
of Vaccinology in Vienna. 

Publication in Eurosurveillance of an Editorial on “Mandatory Vaccination – suited to enhance 
vaccination coverage in Europe?” based on the discussion results during the IUIS Symposium 
in Vienna. 

International Conference of Immunology, Beijing, China: Invited speaker and chairperson (as 
IUIS VAC chair) of the Session “Vaccines against Cancer”. 

2020: Research Topic in Frontiers of Immunology: Challenges in Vaccinology” edited by U. 
Wiedermann, R. Carsetti, E. Lavelle 

2021: ECI Belgrade: organization by the VAC group of the joined ECI/IUIS Symposium on 
vaccines and Vaccination and prize ceremony with winners of the IUIS vaccine prize 2019. 

Implementation of the EFIS task group on vaccination (UW co-chair) and publication on a EFIS 
vaccination task force expert report in cooperation with IUIS VAC group, published in the 
European Journal of Immunology. 

2022: Organisation of a symposium on “COVID Vaccines” during the European vaccination 
Week in cooperation with the Austrian Society of Vaccinology in Vienna. 

Organization of a symposium (“Covid 19: quo vadis?”) at the Day of Immunology in cooperation 
with the Austrian Society of Allergology and Immunology in Vienna. 

Since 2015: Organisation of the “Annual Day of Vaccinology” in Austria (symposium on news 
in Vaccinology for physicians, researchers and health care professionals (around 900 – 2500 
participants (hybrid conference) -> could function as an example to implement an International 
Day of Vaccination (as webex meeting) for education of health care professionals in the field 
of vaccinology/immunology. 

During the pandemic UW has been actively involved as member of the National Board of 
Vaccination in Austria as well as member of the STIKO in Germany in the implementation of 
vaccination recommendations with COVID Vaccines (more than 50 online-meetings with each 
board). 

During this time UW also served as frequent interview partner of print media and television 
(news and discussion rounds) on the topic of COVID vaccines explaining the function and 
mode of action of the vaccines. 
 


