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Personal description by the Candidate for 2022-2025 Council: 

 

I have been a Professor in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology, Graduate school of 

Medicine, Osaka University, since 2019. I was highly praised for my discovery of innate lymphoid cell 

2 (ILC2) and was subsequently elected as a Distinguished Professor shortly after being appointed a 

Professor at Osaka University. Since 2015, I am also the team leader of the RIKEN Center for 

Integrative Medical Sciences—the largest research institute for natural sciences in Japan. I believe 

that my energy and social skills have attracted many researchers and students to my two laboratories, 

where I am actively working with them on ILCs. 

 

I completed my PhD in Medicine at Keio University, Tokyo, Japan, in 2010. I identified ILC2 during my 

PhD project and have continuously worked on these cells, including my time as a postdoctoral fellow 

at Keio University from 2010 to 2012 and as a senior researcher at RIKEN from 2012 to 2015. My 

research on ILC2s encompasses diverse and multiple topics, including cell biological studies such as 

ILC2 differentiation, activation, suppression, transcriptional regulation, and post-transcriptional 

regulation. In addition, I have been working on the role of ILC2s in various diseases, including parasite 

infection, allergy, fibrosis, obesity, endometriosis, inflammatory bowel disease, and viral infection. 
Based on these basic studies, I am currently trying to develop new therapeutic agents targeting ILC2s. 
These research results have been highly evaluated, and I received numerous awards, including the 

Japan Academy Medal—Japan's most prestigious award for young researchers. 

 

I have always been keen on participating in international exchange projects, as such programs 

provide platforms not just to exchange ideas and strengthen the research fraternity but also to 

overcome cultural differences. I am currently a member of the International Exchange Committee of 

the Japanese Society for Immunology and a council member of the Federation of Immunological 

Societies of Asia-Oceania (FIMSA). I am reflecting on how immunology can continue to develop 

through cooperation with countries of different cultures and backgrounds. I am also actively involved 

in nurturing young researchers. Senior researchers provided me with a wonderful and healthy work 

environment and several opportunities, which helped me develop my career. I believe that young 

researchers can make great strides when given even small opportunities. Therefore, if elected as a 

council member, I would aim to provide such opportunities for young researchers, world over. 

 

 

 


