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I am a principal medical scientist at the Centre for Healthcare-Associated 

Infections, Antimicrobial Resistance and Mycoses (CHARM) at the National 

Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD) and a lecturer at the University 

of Witwatersrand, both in Johannesburg, South Africa. My current work 

involves the use of molecular epidemiology, bacteriology and mycology to 

perform surveillance, outbreak response and diagnostics for healthcare and 

community-associated bacterial and fungal infections, especially related to antimicrobial 

resistance.  Before moving to CHARM, I was a Senior Medical Scientist in the Polio 

Eradication Programme for South Africa, run from the Centre for Vaccines and Immunology, 

also at NICD. I also worked for the University of Witwatersrand under the expert tutelage of 

Professor Shabir Madhi, a public health specialist and professor in vaccinology. My work 

centred on public health issues, with particular focus on infant vaccines; eradication and 

elimination efforts for Polio and Measles; providing data on vaccine efficacy and other 

information of public health concern that may influence health policy, including dosing and 

boosting strategies for childhood vaccines.  

I am a Gambian National, but studied in Canada (BSc-1993) and Belgium (MSc-2004 & PhD-
2008). My research career started at the Medical Research council (MRC) in the Gambia, 
where I managed the HLA typing lab in 1999 and performed research on associations of HLA 
with diseases of interest such as HIV, TB and Malaria. After my PhD, I spent over three years 
as a postdoctoral scientist at the University of Oxford, in the United Kingdom, where I 
performed research on correlates of protection during HIV-2 infection. In 2012, I was an HIV 
immunologist, at MRC the Gambia (international post), a principal investigator and EDCTP 
senior fellowship leading a project on NK cell responses in HIV vaccines and HIV exposed 
uninfected individuals. 

I am a member of the South African Immunological society, and the Gambian Immunological 
society. I am part of the FAIS executive committee representing Southern Africa. I am also a 
member of the IUIS publication committee. I hope to be given the opportunity to become 
part of the IUIS council, where I can represent African interests. 

 


