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João P.B. Viola is a Senior Scientist at the National Cancer Institute (INCA), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Dr. 
Viola received his M.D. degree in 1989 from the School of Medical Sciences, State University of Rio 
de Janeiro (UERJ); and a Ph.D. degree in Biophysics in 1998 from the Federal University of Rio de 
Janeiro (UFRJ), Brazil. During the pursue of his Ph.D. degree, Dr. Viola moved to Boston (USA) and 
performed his research under the supervision of Dr. Anjana Rao. He was appointed Research Associate 
at the Division of Cellular and Molecular Biology at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute (1994-1996) and 
at the Center for Blood Research (1996-1997), Harvard Medical School, where he conducted studies on 
molecular mechanisms of T cell activation. João Viola returned to Brazil to join the National Cancer 
Institute at the Division of Experimental Medicine in 1998, where he started his independent research 
group. In 2009 he was appointed Senior Investigator, and in 2012 as Head of the Division of 
Experimental and Translational Research and Head of the Program of Immunology and Tumor Biology 
at INCA, where he is currently conducting his studies. 
 
The long-term interest of Dr. Viola’s laboratory is to study the cellular and molecular mechanisms of 
inducible gene transcription in cell activation, differentiation and transformation, and their relation to 
malignant disorders and immune response. Dr. Viola and colleagues demonstrated for the first time that 
the NFAT1 transcription factor might have a negative role in regulating T cell proliferation and cytokine 
gene expression during the immune response. These studies were very well received, resulting in 
publications in Science, Immunity and Blood. Furthermore, he also mapped the in vivo phosphorylation 
sites of the NFAT1 transcription factor in resting and activated T cells. This work still stands as the best 
example of how to identify all the functionally relevant phosphorylation sites of a heavily 
phosphorylated protein. It was incorporated into two papers, published in Journal of Biological 
Chemistry and Molecular Cell. As an independent investigator at the Brazilian National Cancer Institute 
(INCA), Dr. Viola focused his studies on better understanding the molecular mechanisms of lymphocyte 
proliferation and differentiation. His group demonstrated for the first time that NFAT target genes 
encoding cell cycle-associated proteins such as cyclins, and NFAT proteins may function as tumor 
suppressor or oncogene. These findings support the idea that NFAT proteins may act as a central 
regulator of the cell homeostasis, thereby determining the overall outcome of tumor development. 
Another line of research, Dr. Viola’s group have addressed the involvement of transcription factor in 
CD8 T differentiation and its influence on immune responses. More recently his group also 
demonstrated that differentiation of memory CD8 T cells unravel gene expression pattern common to 
effector and memory precursors, allowing to better define lineage-specific expression patterns. Dr. 
Viola is also carrying studies on tumor microenvironment and inflammation in cancer development. Dr. 
Viola’s group and colleagues demonstrated that lipid droplets modulate the cross-talk between tumors 
and other cell types in tumor microenvironment. 
 
The impact of Dr. Viola´s research studies and contributions to the field along his scientific career have 
been recognized both by Brazilian and international institutions. Dr. Viola was first secretary (2002-
2003) and president (2014-2015) of the Brazilian Society in Immunology (SBI). Dr. Viola was member 
of the Advisory Scientific Board of the 2007 (Rio de Janeiro) IUIS Congress. He also acted as SBI 
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delegate at 2015 (Medellin) and 2022 (Cuba) ALACI Congresses, and 2016 (Melbourne) IUIS 
Congress. He was member (2018-2021) and vice-Chair (2020) of the Scientific Council of the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC, WHO, France). Currently, Dr. Viola is member 
(2014-present) and vice-President (2022) of the Governing Council of the Rio de Janeiro State 
Foundation for Research (FAPERJ). Dr. Viola has received scholarship awards from the Brazilian 
National Council for Research (CNPq) as Junior Investigator in Immunology (1999-2004) and as Senior 
Investigator in Immunology (2004-present). He was also honored as Distinguish Scientist of the State 
of Rio de Janeiro (2007-present) by the Rio de Janeiro State Foundation for Research (FAPERJ). He 
was member of the Board of the Ph.D. Program in Oncology (2007-2018) and Chair of the Program of 
Research Fellowship in Oncology of the Brazilian National Cancer Institute (2009-present). Dr. Viola 
is a member of the Editorial Board of Cancer Immunology Immunotherapy (2006-2010), International 
Journal of Oncology (2008-present), Academic Editor da PLoS ONE (2012-present) and Associate 
Editor of the Frontiers in Immunology (2015-present). He also acts as consultant for several research 
funding agencies and scientific Journals. Dr. Viola has mentored several graduate students (M.Sc. and 
Ph.D.) and post-doctoral fellows. 
 
As described above, Dr. Viola has extensive experience in different areas of immunology as a scientist, 
but also demonstrates extensive experience in academic and administrative positions, being recognized 
not only in Brazil, but also internationally. His experience and relationship with different Brazilian and 
Latin American and Caribbean institutions, as well as with other institutions worldwide, demonstrate 
that Dr. Viola presents all the conditions to assume the IUIS Secretary-General. It is important to 
emphasize the importance for Latin American and Caribbean immunology societies to have a 
representative position within the board of the IUIS. The proposal for the appointment of Dr. Viola for 
the post of Secretary-General should strengthen the relations between Latin American and Caribbean 
immunology societies with other immunology societies worldwide. Finally, Dr. Viola may improve the 
relationship between IUIS with IARC/WHO. Also, Dr. Viola will act supporting further interactions 
between ALACI/IUIS and worldwide immunology societies. As academic editor of Frontiers in 
Immunology, Dr. Viola will improve the partnership between IUIS and Frontiers, creating new 
initiatives for disseminating the knowledge of immunology worldwide. As Secretary-General Dr. Viola 
will share all his experience to contribute to further disseminate the immunology by IUIS. 


