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Doctor Pierre MIOSSEC MD PhD is a distinguished professor of Clinical Immunology at the University of Lyon. 

He first trained as resident in Internal Medicine and Rheumatology, at the Brest University Hospital where he 
got his MD degree in 1983. From 1983 to 1985, he was a research fellow with Pr Morris Ziff at the University of 
Texas at Dallas. There he developed an interest for the role of cytokines in arthritis and was the first in 
interaction with Dr Charles Dinarello to identify Interleukin 1 (IL-1) in the synovial fluid of arthritis patients. He 
was an assistant at the University of Montpellier from 1985 to 1989. He got a PhD in Immunology from the 
University of Marseille in 1987. He was an associate professor in clinical Immunology at the Claude Bernard 
University, Lyon from 1989-1996, and a professor of clinical immunology since 1996. He chaired an EU 
supported concerted action on the abnormal functions of T cells in arthritis from 1996 to 2000.  

Since 2002, he is director of the Immunogenomics and inflammation research unit at the University of Lyon. 
As of 2021, he is Chairman, Clinical Immunology Committee, International Union of Immunological Societies 
(IUIS). He is an invited professor at Harvard Medical School with Vijay Kuchroo since 2014. 

His work has always combined care of patients and research on inflammatory and autoimmune conditions. 
He has published more than 330 papers (H factor: 65). These include the anti-inflammatory properties of IL-4 
and IL-10, the interactions between IL-12 and IL- 18 to explain the risk of infection in chronic inflammation. He 
was the first to identify the destructive properties of IL-17 and the concept of its production by a new T cell 
subset, now referred to as Th17 cells. This contribution is the basis for numerous drug developments, 3 anti-IL-
17 biotherapies with FDA/EMA approval for the treatment of already 3 diseases, others targeting IL-17A and F.  

He has received the EULAR Robecchi Prize for Rheumatology Research (1995), the most prestigious Carol 
Nachman prize in Rheumatology (2010) for his work on IL-17, the Morris Ziff lecture prize in Dallas (2010), prix 
de la Fondation Guillaumat-Piel, Fondation pour la recherche médicale (2012), le prix Jean Dausset de la Société 
Française d'Immunologie (2013), the Leon Kochman lecture prize, University of Maryland (2013), the 
distinguished basic investigator award of the American College of Rheumatology (2015), the Gerald Weissmann 
prize, New York University (2016), the Albrecht Hasinger lecture prize, Berlin (2021).  

He has been elected senior member of the Institut Universitaire de France (2011), member of the Henry 
Kunkel society, NY (2013), membre correspondant de l’Académie Nationale de Médecine (2016), member of the 
prestigious Association of American Physicians (AAP) in 2019, Master of the American College of Rheumatology 
in 2020, membre titulaire de l’Académie Nationale de Médecine in 2021. 


