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Executive Committee and IUIS Offices  
 
The Executive Committee of IUIS for 2010-2013 is composed of Stefan Kaufmann 
(president, Berlin, Germany), Jorge Kalil (president-elect, Sao Paulo, Brazil), Peter 
Doherty (past-president, Victoria, Australia), Nicholas King (treasurer, Sydney, 
Australia) and Seppo Meri (secretary general, Helsinki, Finland). 
 
The Secretary General operates at the Haartman Institute, Helsinki, Finland. E-Mail: 
seppo.meri@helsinki.fi, phone: +358-50-5812462, Skype: seppokmeri 
The IUIS Central Office is located in Vienna (c/o Vienna Medical Academy) and is run 
by Gerlinde Jahn (iuis-central-office@medacad.org). In 2011 IUIS employed a project 
manager, Jean-Loup Romet-Lemonne. His office is located in New York ( 1120 6th Ave., 
14th Fl · New York, NY 10036, e-mail: jeanloup.iuis.ny@verizon.net). 
 
Daily activities, correspondence and short term archiving are operated via the Vienna 
office. The Secretary General and the Vienna IUIS office take care of practical matters of 
the Society. The activities of the IUIS are listed and detailed at the IUIS website: 
http://www.iuisonline.org/ 
 
Recruitment of a Program Manager 
In 2011 IUIS recruited a new Program manager, Jean-Loup Romet Lemonne. He has an 
MD and science background and experience from BioPharma and media activities 
(including his own company BioBusiness.TV). The main aims for the new PM are to a) 
increase the visibility of IUIS and b) to acquire finances. A joint agreement for the 
activities was made. The program manager is accountable to the whole Executive 
Committee. Financially the agreement includes a fixed fee and a bonus component 
proportional to the income, but with a maximum. 
 
During the period 2011-2012 a number of promotional activities have been created 
including a newsletter and a new website. Close contacts were established to organisers 
of the 2013 ICI meeting in Milan. The purpose is also to create and promote collaboration 
among immunologists to achieve important goals, particularly in the area on of infectious 
and immunologoical diseases. Also, as a promotional activity a new motto was created 
“Immunology without borders”. 
 
Meetings 
The 58th IUIS Council meeting was held in Washington DC, June 23rd, 2011 in 
connection with the FOCIS meeting. Minutes of the meeting can be found in a separate 
document. 
 
The 59th

 Council meeting is being held in Lima, Perú, 2012 in association with the 2012 
ALAI Congress. The agenda for the meeting has been sent to all participants. 
 
The 15th

 IUIS meeting was originally planned to be held in Rome. However, due to 



financial and logistic (cumbersome travel to the Congress Center) reasons, the organisers 
suggested moving the meeting to Milan. The move was approved by the Executive 
Committee. Thus, the meeting will be held in the new Conference Center of Milan (MiCo 
- Milano Congressi, opened in 2011) in August 22-27, 2013. It will be organised by the 
Italian Society of Immunology, Clinical Immunology and Allergology (SIICA, President 
Vincenzo Barnaba) with Luciano Adorini as the Congress President, Sergio Romagnani 
as the Honorary President and Massimo Locati as the Secretary General. Local help will 
be provided by prof. Alberto Mantovani, a co-organiser of the meeting. Information can 
be obtained at http://www.ici2013.org. The preparations for the meeting and 
accompanying satellite meetings are well underway and an outline will be presented 
during the 59th Council meeting. 
 
Collaboration with Frontiers 
 
Starting in 2010 IUIS has collaborated with the Frontiers Publisher on having a new 
online, open access journal called Frontiers in Immunology (FIM). From the beginning of 
the year 2011 IUIS has had an official agreement with the publisher. This journal thus 
acts as the official journal of IUIS. The website for the journal is 
http://www.frontiersin.org/immunology.  
 
Frontiers in Immunology is currently composed of 17 different Specialty journals. There 
are now altogether 1616 editors recruited at various levels in the journal (one Chief 
Editor-Kendall Smith, 20 Section Chief Editors, 232 Associate Editors and 1286 Review 
Editors). Recently, Mohammed Daha expressed his desire to resign from being the 
Section Editor for one of the 17 journals, “Molecular Innate Immunity”. He will be 
replaced by another colleague. Frontiers has also provided a platform for a website where 
information e.g. courses, meetings and special events can be announced. IUIS members 
can also profile themselves at the site and network with other colleagues, post news and 
host special Research Topic issues in the journal. The Research Topics seem to be an 
especially flourishing part of the journal. 
 
Until May 15, 2012, 355 papers have been submitted to FIM. Of these 232 articles have 
been published or accepted for publication. According to the agreement made between 
IUIS and Frontiers IUIS will get a share of the income to the journal. The share is 
progressive increasing with the number of submissions to the journal. Until now, 
however, the journal still being at its initial phase, the income from the journal to IUIS 
has been relatively modest. Recently, the journal was approved into PubMed. An impact 
factor can be obtained after a minimum of 2 years of activity. All members of IUIS are 
encouraged to submit results of their work to FIM. 
 
The Secretary General keeps touch with the FIM journal (The Editor-in- Chief Kendall 
Smith, and a representative from the publisher, Linoy Markram) by Skype meetings to 
follow the progress of the journal. Joint announcements by the secretary general and the 
Editor-in-Chief Kendall Smith have been sent to the IUIS member societies as well as 
directly to individual members. 
 



New Members 
 
The Kenyan Society for Immunology (KSI) reaffirmed its membership in IUIS in June 
2011. The following Societies have been approved as  members of IUIS:  
 
The Moroccan Society for Immunology (SMI) 28.5.2011 
The Bolivian Society of Immunology (SOBOIN) 21.10.2011 
The Tanzanian Immunology Society (TIS) 24.11.2011 
The Philippine Society of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology  (PSAAI)  9.1.2012 
 
The “Armenian Association for Molecular and Cellular Biology and Immunology" 
(AAMCBI) headed by Prof. Anna Boyajyan has applied for membership in IUIS. 
However, another Armenian Immunological Society (Armenian Society of Immunology 
and Allergology, a clinically oriented society headed by Spartak Gambarov) also applied 
protesting the previously submitted application. For this reason, the issue of membership 
will be discussed at the IUIS ExCo and Council meetings.  
 
In addition, countries from the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) (Sultanate of Oman, 
U.A.E., Qatar, Kuwait, K.S.A. and Bahrain) have exhibitied their interest to join IUIS, 
the latter possibly in a manner similar to the Scandinavian Societies (as one unit, the 
Scandinavian Society for Immunology, SSI, with 5 national Societies). The SG, being the 
previous president of SSI, will assist  GCC in setting up a new Society and, subsequently, 
in applying membership in IUIS. 
 
Communication and Promotion 
 
Communication possibilities of IUIS have become significantly improved by a revised 
IUIS website, a new website at the Frontiers in immunology platform and by the 
recruitment of a new Program Manager. Thus, various channels for informing members 
exist and have been used. IUIS Central Office in Vienna still keeps a directory of 
individual members of societies.  
 
Contacts to ICSU have been handled by Prof. Gilbert Faure. WHO contact has been 
maintained by our WHO Liaison Dr Pascal Launois. IUIS membership as a 
nongovernmental onrganisational (NGO) member in WHO was renewed in 2011. This 
secures us a seat e.g. at the WHO General Assembly meeting. IUIS also acts as the 
official arm of WHO for issues on Nomenclature and Standardization. 
 
The Secretary General has participated in many immunological training courses as a 
lecturer and as a promoter of  IUIS activities. These include courses in Belgrade, Serbia, 
October 2011 (SEEIS2011), Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe, November, 2011 (2nd African 
International Conference on Immunity), and Antalya, Turkey (MIMIC2012).  Also, the 
SG has been involved in harmonizing PhD degrees in immunology and other discpilines 
in Europe in a Society called Orpheus.  As a PR activity an IUIS booth at the forthcoming 
ECI 2012 meeting in Glasgow (September) will be organised. Also, there will be an 
Orpheus symposium on PhD training with Catherine Sautes-Fridman and the SG as 



chairpersons. 
 
Agreement with the Vienna Medical Academy (VMA) 
 
IUIS has enjoyed a long-standing collaboration with the Vienna Medical Academy 
(VMA), through which IUIS has had an office and a secretary (Gerlinde Jahn) in Vienna. 
VMA also maintains an IUIS website (Christian Bach being the web manager). Along 
with the new collaboration with Frontiers and the new office in New York the agreement 
with VMA has been under evaluation. However, the positive experiences with the major 
activities with VMA, including recently the prospects for the handling of abstracts for the 
Milan 2013 meeting, have favoured continuing the collaboration with VMA. Therefore, 
an agreement with VMA has been drafted and is to be discussed at the IUIS Executive 
Board (and  possibly also at the Council) meetings. 
 
Concluding remarks 
 
IUIS has launched new activities, especially by recruiting a new Program Manager, who 
has helped in promotional activities (new programs, newsletters, advertising the Else 
Kröner Fresenius Prize in Immunology and the forthcoming meetings in Lima and 
Milan).  
 
The Secretary General wants to thank the new Program Manager for his activities, the 
IUIS Council and the Chairpersons and Members of the Committees, Liaisons and 
Affiliates for active work and the Executive Board for all their valuable contributions. 
Special thanks go to Gerlinde Jahn, who again has done a tremendous amount of work to 
help IUIS and to organize the Council meeting in Lima, Perú, 2012. 
 
Helsinki, May 20th, 2012 
 
 
Seppo Meri  
Secretary General of the IUIS  
seppo.meri@helsinki.fi 
 
 


