
Report of the President of IUIS, Stefan H.E. Kaufmann  

  1. Regional federations 

a. FIMSA 2012, Delhi, India: IUIS was well represented and the president 
received an excellent opportunity to describe activities of IUIS 

b. ALAI 2012, Lima, Peru: IUIS meeting takes place 

c. ECI 2012 of EFIS, Glasgow, Scotland: IUIS will present a booth and 
(hopefully) will get an opportunity to present ICI 2013. 

  

2. Dr. Jean-Loup Romet-Lemonne as new program director of IUIS: 

a. Immunology Without Borders:  The phrase has been filed for trademark 
registration in the US in association with IUIS (response from the US 
trademark office takes approximately 6 months).  The phrase has been tested 
among a panel of professionals for its immediate meaning.  The phrase is used 
as a motto to promote IUIS.  The values carried by the phrase are in 
accordance with IUIS’s mission and values.  

 We created an extension of IUIS’s logo with the phrase written across a map of 
the world. The IUIS logo including the motto and map is now available in 
vector format for any online document, publication or print of any size.  It will 
be printed on a banner for our booth at Glasgow in September. 

b. Collaborative research programs: An important aspect of IUIS’s mission as a 
global non-profit organization is to identify and finance research projects in 
immunology that address the specific needs of low-income countries.  We will 
achieve this by setting up and supporting a collaborative network of research 
teams among IUIS members. Since the majority of life-threatening infections 
have been eradicated in high-income countries due to effective prevention and 
treatments, little financial incentive exists for pharmaceutical companies to 
develop vaccines or diagnostic tools specifically adapted to poorer countries. A  
call was launched for projects and ideas among IUIS members and a selection 
process has been initiated to test the feasibility of the program. 

c. Foundation for donations of research programs and educational programs:  
Could it be easier to collect donations and sponsorships using a foundation 
instead of an association legal entity?  Could the association manage the 
business (memberships, conferences, journal) and the foundation manage the 
charitable aspects (collaborative programs, education)? JLRL has been asked 
to explore the pro and cons for IUIS to create a foundation. 

 

3. ICI 2013:  

a. The organizing committee of the ICI 2013 has proposed to move from Rome to 
Milano, Italy. IUIS has approved this move.  

b. IUIS asked  JLRL to directly support ICI organizing committee to help 
promoting the event and contacting sponsors in the US. ICI is seen as a unique 
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opportunity to promote several major IUIS initiatives like the EKF 
Immunology Award and the collaborative research programs and to create 
content for our new Journal, Frontiers in Immunology. ICI can serve as 
communication platform for IUIS members, the media and the general public.  

c. The central question we should keep asking ourself:  how to optimize this 
international event which happens every 3 years to create the maximum value 
for IUIS.  

 

4. Interactions with “Frontiers in Immunology”: 

a. Seppo Meri serves as liaison partner for IUIS at Frontiers. 

b. The number of scientific papers submitted for publication to Frontiers in 
Immunology is increasing and our objectives for the first year should be 
achieved.  We will hear more about it from Kendall Smith directly.  Frontiers 
in Immunology is now referred in PubMed and initiatives like the one 
announced by the Max Planck Society to cover the cost involved  by its 
researchers to publish in Frontiers are extremely positive.  Encouraging our 
researchers to publish in Frontiers in Immunology is helping IUIS directly.  

c. With the opening of IUIS New York office JLRL and Kendall Smith are 
interacting regularly, working on a new way of creating content and 
coordinating promotion activities at future events. 

 

5. Day of Immunology:  

Created by EFIS in 1995 to be celebrated April 29 of each year, the Day of 
Immunology is an opportunity for each IUIS member society to communicate 
locally about its activities.  In order to promote the greatness and power of the 
immune system in a way easily understandable by the general public, press and 
politics, each member is encouraged to be creative.  EFIS is organizing again 
this year a contest with prizes that will be awarded at ECI in Glasgow.  IUIS 
agreed to take over the Day of Immunology contest and to award prizes each 
year at different international conferences starting in Milan at the 2013 ICI. 

 

6. Award for research in immunology by Else Kröner Fresenius Foundation under the 
scientific auspices of IUIS. 

a. We have been very fortunate that the Else Kroner Fresenius Foundation has 
chosen immunology as the research field for their award and chosen IUIS to 
organize the selection process.  This provides a fantastic opportunity to 
communicate about the importance of immunology as a critical research area 
and to promote IUIS as the largest international organization of immunologists. 
We finalized the negotiations with the EKF Foundation, set up the selection 
committee, launched the call for nomination and advertised broadly in 
collaboration with the EKFS. 
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b. At this stage it is important that each member society communicates locally to  
its contacts in the academia as well as in the media.  We worked with the 
EKFS to edit several documents explaining the Award, its rules, timing and 
process, a biography of Else Kroner and a nomination form for candidate to 
apply.  All these documents are accessible on our web site with links to EKFS 
web site. 

c. You also received confidential information about the prize with our first 2012 
Newsletter.  Don't hesitate to ask questions and to propose any actions to help 
make this award a big celebration of research in immunology.  


